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1 Chronicles 12:22-38
22

For from day to day men came to David to help him, until there was a great
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army, like an army of God. 23These are the numbers of the divisions of the armed
troops who came to David in Hebron…

•

Judah 6,800…Simeonites, 7,100…Levites 4,600…Aaron, 3,700. 28 Zadok, a
young man mighty in valour, and twenty-two commanders from his own fathers'
house.

•

Benjaminites, 3,000…Ephraimites 20,800…Manasseh 18,000

32

Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel

ought to do, 200 chiefs, and all their kinsmen under their command.

•
•

0.06%

Zebulun 50,000…Naphtali 1,000 commanders with whom were 37,000
Danites 28,600 …Asher 40,000…Reubenites and Gadites and the half-tribe of
Manasseh from beyond the Jordan, 120,000

38

All these, men of war, arrayed in battle order, came to Hebron with a whole

heart to make David king over all Israel…
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The men of Issachar
•

‘He saw that a resting place was good,
and that the land was pleasant, so he
bowed his shoulder to bear, and became
a servant at forced labour.’ Genesis 49:15

•
•

‘The princes of Issachar came with
Deborah, and Issachar faithful to Barak;
into the valley they rushed at his (Sisera and
Jabin of Canaan) heels.’ Judges 5:15

•
•

Hard work is a price for blessing

Loyal and faithful to the cause of
God

‘...understood the times to know what
Israel ought to do…’ I Chronicles 12:32

•

Discerning: knowing and doing
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Bebbington Quadrilaterals
•

Evangelicals emphasise four primary
distinctives:

•

biblicalism (the authority of the
bible)

•

conversionism (becoming a
Christian through an active
decision)

•

crucicentrism (crosscenteredness)

•

activism
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The Clapham Sect
•

Anglican evangelicals 1790 and 1830

•

William Wilberforce 1797, publishes his
bestselling book A Practical View of the
Prevailing Religious System of Professed
Christians in the Higher and Middle Classes of
This Country Contrasted With Real Christianity

•

Clapham spirituality models the twin
emphases of personal spiritual formation and
faith-inspired social activism

•

public activism flows from our personal faith

•

conversion was not an end in itself, but was
the beginning of the Christian journey
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The Clapham Sect
• The concerns of early Victorian evangelicals:

• Society for Bettering the Condition and Increasing
the Comforts of the Poor
•

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

•

The Society for the Discharge and Relief of Persons
Imprisoned for Small Debt

•

Forlorn Females Fund of Mercy

•

Society for Returning Young Women to Their
Friends in the Country

•

Friendly Female Society for the Relief of Poor,
Infirm, Aged Widows, and Single Women of Good
Character Who Have Seen Better Days

•

British and Foreign Bible Society

•

The Church Missionary Society
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“I must confess. . .that my own solid hopes for the well-being of my country
depend, not so much on her navies and armies, nor on the wisdom of her
rulers, nor on the spirit of her people, as on the persuasion that she still
contains many who love and obey the gospel of Christ.”

–William Wilberforce,
‘A Practical View of … Real Christianity’, 1797
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Francis Schaeffer, ‘How should we then live’
•

Traces Western history from Ancient Rome to 1976

•

Central premise: when we base society on the Bible, on
the God who is there and has spoken, this provides an
absolute by which we can conduct our lives and by
which we can judge society

•

When society is based on humanism, “a value system
rooted in the belief that man is his own measure, that
man is autonomous, totally independent”, we have no
way to distinguish right from wrong

•

He warns that we will be tempted to sacrifice our
freedoms in exchange for an authoritarian government
who will provide the relative values

•

This government will not be like the fascist regimes of
the 20th century but will be based on manipulation of
information control, psychology, and genetics
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Two major trends in evangelicalism
•

Spiritual Formation (Tim Chester, Dallas
Willard): focusing more on personal
growth than public faith

•

Cultural Engagement (e.g. SOLAS
Centre for Public Christianity https://
www.solas-cpc.org/ ): defend particular
issues such as the sanctity of human
life; dignity of traditional marriage;
combat certain evils such as human sex
traﬃcking and systemic poverty

Blogging in the Name
of the Lord
David Robertson,
St Peter’s Free Church
Dundee
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Knowing and doing
•

They knew what to do
because they understood
what was happening

•

Understanding’ = ‘binah’
from ‘between’ - ‘beyn’

•

Distinguish real from
unreal, true from false:
evaluation!
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Thinking for learning: anlaysis
•

Facts:

•

Saul had not been a
good king

•

David had emerged as a
real leader by virtue of
his character and ability

•

God said that the
sceptre would come out
of Judah (Genesis 49:10)

What’s NOT
working in your
evangelism?

When and in what
circumstances do you best
engage in conversation?

What bible verses
speak most to you
about evangelism?
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Understanding the times
•
•
•

Where is the culture going?

•

How can we apply the truth of Scripture in a meaningful way to
our generation?

Why do people think the way they do?
How can we be eﬀective with the Gospel by correctly
perceiving the uniqueness of our times?
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Metanarrative
•

overarching story or storyline giving context,
meaning, purpose to all of life

•

a blueprint, e.g. building a house, but all of
the contractors - plumbers, joiners,
electricians - working toward the same
thing: this gives meaning to individual’s work

•

similar to a worldview—something that gives
meaning to life and the individual events that
take place in life, e.g. Marxism, Free Market
Capitalism

•

has the power to explain and purports to be
true for all of life
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Messianic Figures in popular culture
•

came from another planet (sent by his
father with a mission)

•

‘They only need the light to show them
the way. For this reason, and this reason
only, I have sent you, my only son’
Jor-El

•

resided amongst humans as one of
them

•
•
•
•

performs ‘miracles’
fights against evil
age thirty started saving the world
‘The world doesn’t need a Saviour, and
neither do I’
Lois Lane
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Messianic Figures in popular culture
•

Neo worked as a typical 9-5 oﬃce worker and then as a
computer hacker after-hours

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

destined to free humanity (Neo, the One)
fantastic powers
Cypher betrays Neo in return for a “better” illusionary life
Morpheus (Laurence Fishburne) identified Neo (John the Baptist)
Resurrection
Agent Smith pursues him relentlessly to destroy him
Neo’s hover craft is called ‘the Logos’
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Messianic Figures in popular culture
•

Ancestry: muggle and wizard combined

•

Grows up in muggle world

•

object of Voldemort’s wrath

•

3 days in a coma after battling Voldemort

•

descends to the Chamber of Secrets

•

endures the pain of the cruciatus curse

•

‘expecto Patronum’: the image of his authentic
identity and his father’s animals shape

•

marks of wounding

•

parsel tongue: communing with a snake (like
Voldemort)
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Messianic Figures in popular culture
Messiah

redemption

il
good and ev
forgiveness
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Biblical Metanarrative
• Ephesians 1:9, 10 ‘…making known to us
the mystery of his will, according to his
purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on
earth.’

•

a divine will, a purpose, a timetable, a
fulfilment, and a unity

• Galatians 4:4, 5 ‘But when the fullness of
time had come, God sent forth his Son, born
of woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we

‘History unfolds like acts in a play. The lights
come up and down on various scenes, and
diﬀerent characters tread the stage, but there is
one plot always moving toward the final curtain.’

might receive adoption as sons.’

• Mark 1:15 ‘The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.’
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“

”

I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has
risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I
see everything else.
–C S Lewis
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•

Postmodernism
Championed by Jean-François Lyotard The
Postmodern Condition: A Report on
Knowledge, 1979

•
•

skepticism of all metanarratives

•
•

focus on what is ‘true for me’ (relativism)

•
•
•
•
•

morality is personal

do not accept any overarching story
that gives meaning to life
“the act of knowing (the truth) is always
an act of violence.” Foucault
liberal in ethics
pro-environmentalism
globalisation
traditional authority is false and corrupt
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Response to Postmodernism and the biblical
narrative (1)
•

N.T. Wright's The Last Word: Scripture and the Authority of God - Getting Beyond the
Bible Wars.

•

“The Bible tells a remarkably consistent story about God’s plan to restore the world back to
God."

•

Wright outlines the story as five acts in a play:
1. Creation
2. Fall
3. Israel
4. Jesus
5. Church

•

The story has some “continuity and discontinuity” with the act that preceded it and the act
that follows it

•

The Bible is not merely a human story that reflects the beliefs and experiences of ancient
communities. It functions authoritatively today.

•

Wright says: “The story of the Bible, and the power that it possesses, is a better story than
any of the power games that we play in our world. We must tell this story, and let it exercise
its power in the world. And that is the task of the whole church.”
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Response to Postmodernism and the biblical
narrative (2)
1. How do you react to Jesus'
claim of John 14:6 ‘I am the
way, and the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.’
2. In what ways is this a
‘grand-narrative’?
3. What objections can you
anticipate or have you
experienced to this (from
postmodernists)?
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And now for action
A proper balance
Immersion in the bible
Dependence on the Spirit
Authentic Living
A model and ideas for evangelising in a post-modern culture
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A proper balance
•

1 Corinthians 3:19 ‘For the wisdom
of this world is folly with God.’

•

Colossians 2:8 ‘See to it that no one
takes you captive by philosophy
and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the
elemental spirits of the world, and
not according to Christ.’

•

Romans 12:2 ‘Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind…’ (also
Ephesians 4:23)
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Immersion in the scripture
•

Proverbs 2:2-6 ‘…making your ear attentive to wisdom ( חָ֭כְמָהḥāḵ·māh) and
inclining your heart to understanding; yes, if you call out for insight
(( ּבִינָֽה׃bî·nāh) and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver
and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the
Lord and find the knowledge ( וְַד֖עַתwə·ḏa·’aṯ) of God. For the Lord gives
wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding…’

•
•
•

wisdom (skill, shrewdness)
understanding (discernment)

John 17:17 ‘Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.’

•

The Word of God has always been the answer to every culture and generation:
understanding the current wars against the truth, and discerning the best
contemporary means of presenting the truth has always been a challenge
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A dependence on the Spirit
•

1 Corinthians 2:14 ‘The natural
person does not accept the things
of the Spirit of God, for they are folly
to him, and he is not able to
understand them because they are
spiritually discerned.’

•

John 14:26 ‘But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, he will teach you all things
and bring to your remembrance all
that I have said to you.’

•

John 16:13 ‘When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the
truth…’
‘what Israel ought to do…’

Authentic living
•

William Lane Craig ( Reasonable Faith): ‘the ultimate apologetic is your life. Nothing can
better persuade lost sinners of the truth of Christianity than a life lived out in loving
obedience and dedication to Christ.’

•

Current statistics show that Christians do not live much diﬀerently than the unbelievers:

[

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

41% of professing Christians believe in pluralism
53% reject the belief in absolute truth
27% have been divorced
23% buy a lottery ticket in a typical week
Only 6% define success in relation to spirituality

Barna Organisation: Christianity has a minimal eﬀect on non-Christians (especially <40)
Peter Maiden: Compartmentalisation leading to privitisation
Chuck Colson: ‘The church’s singular failure in recent decades has been the failure to see
Christianity as a life system, or worldview, that governs every area of existence…our failure
to see Christianity as a comprehensive framework of truth has crippled our eﬀorts to have a
redemptive eﬀect on the surrounding culture.’
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An approach to evangelising ‘in our times’ (1)
Opportunities

•

absolute human reason and science
do not provide all the answers
(modernism), the supernatural is
open to consideration

•

intuition and emotions are ways to
discover truth: a personal invitation
to ‘try it’

•

the postmodern traditions of
pubbing (on Friday nights) and
clubbing (on Saturday nights)
shows that people still need people
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An approach to evangelising ‘in our times’ (2)
•

Belonging Before Believing

•
•

People seek honest and genuine relationships

•

Food is very important (e.g. Alpha, Christianity
Explored)

•

If the main purpose of evangelism is “believing,”
then we make people aware of the truth and things
they need to know

•

If the main purpose of evangelism is “behaving,”
then we make people focus on themselves and their
personal habits

•

If the main purpose of evangelism is “belonging”
then we make people disciples of Jesus Christ and
incorporate them into the Christian community and
share with them the blessings of Christian fellowship

Jesus is the model example of how to build
friendships
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An approach to evangelising ‘in our times’ (3)
•
•

Process Evangelism (or is it ‘discipleship’?)

•

3

Matthew 14:28-33 ‘And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and
walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was
afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith,
why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

•

the process converts the seeker to become a disciple

2

the disciples spent 3 years growing in their understanding of Jesus: a teacher,
then prophet, then Messiah, and then Son of God

1
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An approach to evangelising ‘in our times’ (4)
Narrative Evangelism

•

Mark 4:34 ‘He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he
explained everything.’

•
•

The very “storylessness” of this new generation is our golden opportunity
The starting point is the certainty that a personal, holy God has given an absolute imperative to
love and to do justly:

•

•

Mark 12:28-31 ‘And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another,
and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most
important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.’

YOU are the story:

•
•

James 2:18 'I will show you my faith by my works.’
John 13:35 ‘By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.’
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Application

• Mark 5:19 (To Legion) “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord
has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.”

• go back to our community
• build holistic connections with people around us, where we live, work, and play
• share the wonderful story of our healing experience
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